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Note. — The writer consents to the publication of this Discourse out (rfU- 
regard to the request of his brother in the ministry of reconciliation, who 
has been bereaved by the death of his Companion, and also as an expression 
of his esteem for the deceased and her friends, that they may read and retain 
it, as a memorial of her, whom they so ardently loved, and so deeply mourn. 

In their sight he will be justified, and for their sokes he trusts he shall be 
approved of God in what he has ventured to do. 
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SERMON . 



PSALMS CXVI : 16th. 
FBECIOUS IN THE SIGHT OF THE LOED IS THE DEATH OF HIS SAINTS. 

It can afford a wicked man no consolation to reflect, that his 
times are in the hand of God. Instead of giving repose to his 
spirit, when it is troubled, it will be the source of his deepest 
anguish, that Grod is to appoint the time and manner of his 
death. The pleasures, pursuits and possessions of the world, 
which he has chosen as his^hief good he must resign ; not 
when he shall choose, but when and as God shall appoint. He 
cannot prolong his life one instant after its allotted period. He 
cannot charm or ward off death for one instant beyond the letter 
of his commission from God. In life, and in death he is entirely 
in the hand of God. As often as he gains a cl^^nd vigorous 
conception of that truth, he is unhappy. ^^^^^^ 

But the man, whose peace is made with^^^^^B rejoice, 
that the timef the manner ^ and the rgsuUs of fl^^PRi are all 
chosen and armnged by God. His death is an important and 
interesting event in the sight of God ; and he will not be sohcit- 
ous about the right and glorious issue of that, "^^B God has 
undertaken to manage, and which he regards as iHp)rtant and 
precious. 

death, when 
'cry agonies 



Why should thq ClujstianJtremble to approach de 
its time is chosen, andro manner is affixed, and its vc 



are measured accurately out, by God his father and his firiend ? 
Does the intelligent christian ever know an anxious moment, 
lest the mansions in his Father's house should prove not to have 
been well and wisely prepared by him, who has gone to Heaven 
expressly to prepare them ? Does he fear to trust that Saviour's 
wisdom to plan, and his power, and love to prepare the eternal 
dwelling place of his soul ? Oh never ! Why then should he 
not rejoice, that the time and the manner of his being translated 
to that eternal abode, are at the disposal of the same gracious 
Being? 

" Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints," 
and just as certainly as the Lord doetli all things well, he will 
order well the death of his saints, which is so important and 
precious in his sight. They are not to be given up to their own 
weakness, or to the pdwer of their great enemy, when most 
they need the presence of God — ^when human help is vain, and 
human wisdom is foolishness, and human strength is weak- 
ness — ^when the greatest, most eventful and most glorious 
change, save that of their new-creation by the spirit of God, is 
passing upon them. Death, as well as life is theirs. Dying as 
well as living they are the Lord's. 

I have introduced the text by these simple and obvious reflec- 
tions, that your minds may be prepared to attend me in the 
mention of some particulars^ in which iJie death of his saints may 
be considered precious in the sight of the Lord, And may the 
spirit of Grod attend the ministration of his word on this mourn- 
ful occasic 




1. The ^^^^H death is precious in the sight of the Lord, 
in ^f^^KFiis time: 

Amid the great multitude, whom no man can number around 
the thron^^God and the Lamb, not one can be found, that 
died one ^^Hsnt too early or too late. Their times were all in 
the hand oRJod, and were allotted in infinite wisdom. Among 
them are those, who just commenced here their moral and intel- 
lectual being — just breathed the «ir oiCg^arth, and took on the 
taint of sin, that they might relish tne air of heaven, and 



receive a robe of righteousness. There also are those, who 
toiled and suffered, and enjoyed in the service of God on earth 
to the full age of the Patriarch. They are there, whose eartUy 
pilgrimage was of every period, from the infant of days, to the 
most extreme limit of human existence. And every interven- 
ing hour might number its myriads, amid that ransomed throng, 
not one of whom died one moment too soon, or lived one 
moment too long. The time of each one's death was appointed 
by God, and of course was so appointed as best to promote the 
great purposes of his love and mercy, his great design in the 
calling and conversion of each. 

In our partial, limited, and erring knowledge, we may judge 
one death to be premature, and wonder why another should be 
so long delayed, while in fact both are alike wise, and fitting 
and merciful, in regard to the time of their occurrence. Thus, 
when Munson and Lyman, the young and promising Mission- 
aries to Sumatra were murdered by the savage Malays, what 
multitudes wondered at the mysteriousness of the Providence, 
and inquired, why should such men be allowed to fall by the 
hand of violence, upon the very threshhold of their labors ? 
Why might they not be allowed to live many years to do good 
to those benighted tribes ? 

But their death took place just when it was best for them, 
and for the cause which they served, and so most for the glory 
of God. Just then, doubtless, such an event was needed to 
awaken the right feeling, and incite to right effort and prayer, 
among the friends of missions. And in the retrospect, we can 
see that it was so. Some of us can tememhe^^mKtjm thrill of 
emotion the sad intelligence sent through thl^^Hrof God's 
people. We can remember how the shock was ifflrowed by the 
consecration of increasing numbers of young men to the Mis- 
sionary work. The blood of those disciples was needed to 
prepare the soil of the desert land, foi the ultim^ planting 
there of the tree of life. And did they die too soon ? Were 
they lost at death to the cause of Missions ? No ! but with 
Worcester, and Evarts,iand all the deceased friends of Missions, 
and Missionaries, all of whom we have thought died too early» 
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Munson and Lyman are still serving the cause of Missions. 
Henry Martyn, and Harriet Newell, and Boardman, and Fiske, 
and Parsons, and WiUiams, and Abeel, and Armstrong, all died 
at just the right time for them, and for the Church, and for their 
cause and for God. 

So do we feel and say, when a minister of the gospel at 
home, around whom centre the afiections of a confiding peo- 
ple, and upon whom the blessing of Grod descends, is cut down 
by death in the midst of his usejBilness, how mysterious are the 
ways of Providence ! What a loss to his people, and to the 
church of Christ ! If such a death were not ordered by God, 
and if his regard for his people were not immutable, and if his 
purposes of love and grace were not infinite and eternal, we 
might well wonder, and fear, and despair, when the helpers 
fail, and the most useful servants of God are laid earhest aside 
fiom their labors. We might wonder why Summerfield, and 
Spencer, and Larned were so soon laid in the grave. But when 
we connect with the death of each and all the servants of God, 
the all-diiecting will and purpose of God, we may safely and 
certainly account the time of such death, to have been most 
fitly chosen. Such death was "precious in the sight of the 
Lord." 

So in regard to the death which we are called this day to 
notice, and which has filled so noiany hearts with grief and 
mourning,, we may have been rbady to exclaim, how mysteri- 
ous the Providence, that has called away our fiiend and sister 
in Christ at so early a day ! Have we wondered why she 
might n^J^l^en spared to her husband — ^the youthful chris- 
tian P^ii|^^V to her dear, child, and to her parents and 
fiiends? T^Ri have we forgotten that God's regard to his 
cause, and covenant, and to her spiritual weal, as identified 
with that cause and covenant, must forbid him to remove her, 
or any feUow laborer firom his vineyard, too soon. His wisdom, 
goodness, P)wer, regard for his cause, and faithfulness to his 
covenant, sure our warrant that the time of her removal was 
wisely and graciously ordered. 

The goodness and wisdom of the appointment we may even 



now discern. Was it not a time when her circle of friends 
needed such a chastening of a &ther*s love, to quicken them in 
duty and lead them to his throne ? To us all, God has spoken 
a word in season. He has taken from us our friend and fellow- 
disciple in just the best time. May we all find grace to say, 
** the will of the Lord be done," and give all diligence to heed 
and obey the heavenly call ! 

2. The Christian's death is precious in the sight of tlie Lord, 
in regard to iia manner: 

The manner of the christian's death is no more abandoned 
by God to chance, than is the time of such death. The chris-^ 
tian is not left to grapple with disease, and to conflict with the 
powers of darkness, and to encounter death in just such form 
of terror or anguish as he shall choose. But the manner of his 
death, even to its most minute circumstances is arranged by 
God, who, as we have seen, allots its time. The varieties in 
the manner of death, with the people of God, are, indeed, almost 
as great as their number. One dies suddenly ; while another 
lingers long on the confines of the two worlds. One dies alone 
with a guardian angel and with God ; while another departs 
amid a circle of weeing friends. One dies bereft of reason, by 
the power of disease ; another, in the full possession, and high- 
est activity of the mental powers. One dies, with only a calm, 
serene, unshaken confidence in God, and trust in Cluist ; 
another, amid visions of rapturous and extatic joys of heavenly 
brightness and glory. One dies without leaving any parting 
counsels, admonitions or prayers, another, after h^ing spoken 
as with an angel's tongue, and firom the spirit^^H, to friends 
and neighbors and fellow-travellers to eternity, ^rds, which it 
would seem might never be forgotten or slighted. At home, or 
abroad — at sea, or upon the land — ^by disease, or by violence — ^by 
the bloody hand of persecution, or the invisible hand of God, 
the saints may meet their last summons, and depart for the 
mansions of rest above. 

But all these varieties of manner in the death of christians 
are just according to the infinite wisdom and goodness of God. 
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Ail is ordered right — right for the departing and the surviving, 
right for the cause of Christ and the glory of God. The event so 
precious in the sight of God, can no more be loo sudden in man- 
ner, than loo soon in time ; no more too lingering, than too late. 
As the last breath will be expired at jtist the right time^ so will 
it be in just the right manner. Both are alike precious in the 
sight of God, and alike subject to his unerring control. 

We may not be able to discem the reason, why there should 
be such diversity in the manner of a christians death. We may 
not be able to see how one manner, at one time, and another 
manner at another time, may best secure the great end of the 
ehri6tian*s life and death. The manner may seem to us adverse, 
afflictive and mysterious, (x obvious and joyful, when in &ct all 
is alike good^ and suited to glorify God. 

The manner of our dear departed friend's death, was obvi- 
ously adapted to leave deep and salutary imj^ressions upon the 
mind of all who witnessed it. The gradual but steady decline, 
her calm, serene, childlike trust in her Saviour, and her final, 
triumphant realization of her personal relation to him as her 
Redeemer, were consoling and most satis&xstory to her firiends, 
and full of instruction to all who were privileged to witness 
them. This was well we say. But another manner of depart- 
ure, had God ordered it, would have been just as toeU^ and we 
had had just as good reason for saying, '^ the will of the Lord 
be done," as we now have. All God's works and ways axe 
alike good and wise, and adorabte. 

3. The Christian's death is precious in the sight of the Lord 
in Tegttjjkg its results: 

This result upon the living, is to lead to holiness and to God, 
ttnless the design of such Providence is perverted. True such 
design is often sadly perverted. But the death of God's people 
has proved a means of awakening multitudes to seek the salva- 
tion of the soul, flmd preparation for death, who had resisted 
other means and influences. The revealed purpose of God in 
afflicting his people is, that they may be *' partakers of his 
holiness ;" as far, therefore, as this purpose is fulfilled by the 



death of a saint, it is ** precious in the sight of God " in regard 
to its influences upon the living. And no part of christian 
experience is more imiform than that recorded- b^ the Psalmist 
in the memorable words, " It is good for me that I have been 
afflicted, that I might learn thy statutes. Before I was afflicted 
I went astray, but now have I kept thy word." 

The death of a christian fidend brings eternity near to time ; 
heaven near to earth, and God near to the soul ; and so aidirin 
our too often dim and feeble conceptions of the unseen and 
eternal. If ever our &ith is invigorated to look quite in within 
the vail, and to realize in a dear and vigorous, and sustained 
mental exercise the realities of the future world, it is when we 
stand by the bed side of the dying christian, and await the 
moment when the last pulse shall flutter at the heart, and the 
last breath expire from the death-contracting hps. The heav- 
enly world seems then to be brought quite down to earth, to 
shed its influence upon every behoving heart, and attract it to 
itself with the power of a znagnet As the disciples thought it 
good for them to be there, when the glory and beauty of heaven 
descended to invest the mount of transfiguration, so will the 
christian exclaim, '' it is good for me to be here," when the 
chariots of God descend for the dying beUever. 

This topic might be well illustrated by reference to the sick 
and dying bed of our departed firiend. What a calm and sub- 
duing air of heavenliness seemed to pervade her chamber, and 
difiuse its influence over those that were privileged to enter it ! 
God was giving lessons in holiness to husband and parents, and 
biother and sisters, and friends, in that chamber of disease and 
death. And what wisdom did he there display in the choice 
of the subject of his inculcations, in order to secure the 
widest good e£^t, of the death of his saint upon the living ! 
How many hearts did he contrive to touch at tl^e same moment! 
He would reach thelieart of the youthflil pastor's peopk. He 
therefore spares the pastor himself, to expound and euibroe his 
Providence, while he takes the pastorls wife. The heart of the 
bereaved father is also quickened and purified to go to the 
people, to whom he is called to preach the unsearchable riohca 
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of Christ. Qjwjk wisdom and goodness are delightfiiUy can* 
spicuons in wpSike of the one to be taken from this mourning 
circle, that th¥7lM^piest results upon the christian character of 
the living may be realized. He knows how to come at the 
heart of his people. Be it ours, to learn well the lesson which 
our Heavenly Father is inculcating upon us. 

But it is the result of the christian's death upcm himself, that 
renders it chiefly precious, and important in this sight of the 
Lord. 

Death is always infinite grace to the believer. It is his 
greatest privilege to die*. God never performs so gracious an 
act for a christian, as when he allows him to die. Take the 
Saviour's illustration of this privilege of dying, in the case of 
the beggar, who lay in poverty and pain at the rich man's gate. 
He died by divine permission. Angels carried him to Abra- 
ham's bosom, and the presence of God — ^in their appropriate 
work as ministers of those who shall be heirs of Salvation. 
The change, the transition in his case, may be taken as a 
specimen of what awaits aU behevers, at the moment of death. 
They exchange worlds. They exchange time fop eternity ; 
earth for heaven. And how much is involved in that ex- 
change ! It is darkness for light, sorrow fi»r joy, weakness for 
strength, sighs of distress for songs of peace and praise, ignor- 
ance for knowledge, sin for holiness, the burdens of earthly 
cares, toils and pains, for a far more exceeding smd eternal 
weight of glory which God hath prepared for all that love him. 

But I must pause from this delightful theme of contempla- 
tion, and I do it the less reluctantly, because God speaks this 
day thereon, and a voice may be heard fi-om heaven saying, 
" Write, blessed are the dead that die in the Lord fiom hence- 
forth ; yea, saith the spirit, that they may rest from their labors, 
and their works do follow them." 

IMPROVEMENT. 

1. We may see from this subject, how Uuk reason the Chris- 
tian lias to fear death. 

I would not utter a word suited to render men insensible 
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to the solemnity and importance of death. I believe saints and 
sinners think and feel far too little in view of death, and its 
revealed consequences. I would therefore seek to clothe the 
subject of death with deeper solemnity, and more engrossing 
interest Still I would take from it all that is gloomy, forbid- 
ding, (Mr appalling to the true believer. The text will 
justify the believer in entertaining only pleasant, and delightful 
anticipations of the mortal hout, which is hastening to over- 
take him. 

May not the christian be allowed humbly to rejoice in the 
assumnce, that an event so precious in the sight of the Lord, 
will be found just right in time, and manner and results ? Chris- 
tian hearers, have you had anxious moments concerning the 
time and the manner of your death ? And have you forgotten 
that your times are in God*s hand, and that your death is pre- 
cious in his sight, in regard ahke to its time, its manner, and its 
results on your surviving friends, on yourself and on his own 
glory ? You need not be solicitous about it. 

Consider how well Grod created tliat body of yours, and how 
watchfully he has preserved it ; you may trust him to take 
it to pieces, when, and by what instrumentahty he may choose. 
** He knoweth your frame." You have hope in God through 
Jesus Christ, that your soul and body are redeemed. You have 
confidence in him, tliat where he is gone you shall go also ; and 
should you not rejoice to have the time, and the manner of your 
removal thither, at his disposal ? Jesus came firom Heaven to 
earth, and died to redeem you from endless death ; and then 
leading you to the brink of the river of death, bids you mark 
his passage of its flood, and to follow him on, as he goes 
to prepare an abode for you. Your upUfled eye beholds the 
palace, and you know the ix>wer, and grace, and faithfulness of 
Christ, and can you ever fear to leave yourself in his hands, to 
be transported thither ? Could our deimrted friend thus fear, 
after she found grace and assurance to say, as she did on one 
occasion, " I know I love Jesus, and Jesus loves me V* Could 
she thus fear, when, ou another occasion, she arose to a yet 
more perfect conception of her relation to Christ, and of Christ's 
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feelings towards her, that uttered itself in the sweet words 
which none but a mother's ear was privileged to hear ? That 
mother had said, "my daughter how can I give you up?" 
" Mother, Jesiis wants me I** was, her ready and sublime answer* 
If she knew that Jesus wanted her, she might well trust 
him to come and convey her hence. Disciples of Christ, re' 
member how your Lord has arisen from the dead, and has shed 
the light of immortality over the gloom of the gmve, and pur- 
chased for every believer, the privilege of adopting the song of 
triumph, ** O grave where is thy victory ? O death where is thy 
sting?'* Be not afraid to die. God is interested in your death, 
and will infallibly secure its occurrence at just the right time, 
and in just the right manner, and with the best results. 
Only believe, and you shall see the salvation of God. You 
have no more reason to fear death itself, than you have to fear 
eternity beyond death. 

2. We see &om the subject) how mtcch reason shiners have to 
fear deaths 

Sinners must die^ as well as saints. God orders, moreover, 
the time, the manner, the means and the results of their death. 
Death takes commission from Grod for you, impenitent hearers, 
as well as for Christians. Your life is in the hand of God, and 
you must die when and wiicre^ and hino he shall direct. And 
you are not prepared to die. Dying in your present state, you 
cannot go where Christ has gone. You cannot enter Heaven. 
You have great reason, therefore, to be afhiid of death, while 
you live as yoii are. The measure of your iniquity is fiist fill- 
ing up, your life is fast wasting, and God will soon commission 
the *• king of terrors ** to visit your dwelling ; and O what will 
you do in that day ? Must those who stand over your dying 
bed, and say to you With tears, ** behold the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the ^Vorld,** hear you answer, "alas! 
the time Was when I might have been saved ; but now it is too 
lale. * The harvest is past, the summer is ended and I am 
not saved ?* *' 

Let fcaifuliiuss now take hold iiix)n you, that such an awful 
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hour may not come, that you may not be the actor in such a 
fearful scene. " The day is &r spent, the night is at hand." 
Death approaches. Yon may aknost hear his stealthy foot-&lI 
upon your threshhold. Fear and tremble before God, in view 
of your danger and your doom. " Flee for refuge to lay hold 
of the hope set before you" in the Gospel. "Flee from the 
wrath to come " before you stumble and fall, and there be none 
to deliver, none to save forever. 

3. The subject calls us to reflect upon the value of the Gospel 
of Christ. 

But for this Gospel, all our race must have met death as an 
enemy, victorious, relentlesS) insatiable, tyrannical. But for 
this Gospel, all our race must have died in despair, and dwelt 
in eternal darkness. Christian hearers, do you behold death 
disarmed of all his terrors ? And who disarmed him ? Christ 
your Saviour. Do you behold the grave divested of its gloomy 
shades ? And who divested it of those gloomy shades ? Christ 
your Saviour. He passed through the gmve on his way to the 
Father^s throne, and ever since it has been radiant with the 
hght of immortality. Do you see an open heaven, and man- 
sions of rest made ready to receive you ? And who but your 
Saviour went to prepare them ? At the approach of the " King 
of Glory, the everlasting doors did lift up themselves,^* and let 
him in " to prepare a place for you, that he might receive you 
unto himself." The Gospel opens Heaven, and ofler slife eter- 
nal to the heirs of endless death. While Christ has not done 
enough to save (me impenitent, unbelieving sinner, continuing 
such ; he has done enough to save a luorld of penitent and 
believing sinners. Oh the priceless value of the Gospel of 
Christ ! With what advantage may the preacher commend it 
to behevers and unbelievers, on this occasion, and in view of 
the sweet, calm, holy death-scene through which our beloved 
friend has passed, and amid the subdued, silent, and christian 
composure of this scene of mourning. There^ in that house of 
death, so cheerful and heavenly, and here^ in this house of 
moiurning, so tearful and yet so full of hope and peace, may be 
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seen tho power and prcciousness of the Gospel of the grace of 
God. Let the occasion speak to the heart and oonacienco of 
this assembly. 

4. The subject and the occasion call me to address this circle 
of mourners. 

Dear Friends^ though I am no stmnger to scenes like this, I 
feel an unusual unfitness to do the work of a minister of conso- 
lation, and would rather take my place by the side of my 
bereaved brctJtrcn in the muiistry, as afflicted, in their affliction. 
And yet by the subject of this discourse, and in the circum- 
stances of your bereavement I am furnished with many and 
grateful sources of consolation and instruction to the bereaved. 
I might invite you to inquire, why it is that this mourning 
group have been made partakers of the blessed hope of the 
Gospel for themselves, and have thus been prepared for this 
trying hour ? Why has tlie bereaved husband, and why have 
the sorrowing parents — and the weeping brother and sisters 
been so graciously forearmed for this conflict. You know what 
has made you to dlfier from so many who are called to meet 
similar afflictions. " By the grace of God you are what you 
are." Let your tears of sorrow be mingled with tears of grati- 
tude for the goodness of God. 

Again, my sorrowing and bereaved brethren in the ministry 
will be able to rejoice in the visitation of God, by which they 
may be better prepared to discharge the duties of Christian 
pastors and sons of consolation, in their appointed fields of ser- 
vice. The bereaved husband had reHed upon the co-operation, 
counsel, prayers, and cheering equanimity of the compatdorit 
for himself, and upon the wise, afiectionate, and tender assidui- 
ties of the Trwther, for his first-born child. While your hopes 
are crushed, and all your plans are interrupted, you will know 
unto whom to look for counsel, and strength, and grace for 
yourself and your now motherless child. I commend you unto 
liim, who said to his ministers, " Lo I I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world." 
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In the siibfcct of this discourse you may find consolation and 
support. In the life^ and chardcter^ and death of your beloved 
wife and daughter and sister, you have a rich and most grateful 
source of consolation. She lived well, she died well, and her 
memorial is on high. But in the cltaracter^ and covenant faith- 
fulness of God your heavenly Father, who has afflicted you in 
faithfulness and love, you are to find your highest consolation, 
your most unshaken confidence, and your ever-enduring joy. I 
tender to you all, dear friends, " the peace of God, which pass, 
eth understanding," and which is fireely bestowed on all who 
repent of sin, and beheve in Christ, and submit themselves unto 
God in him. Being in the love of God, may you all "find it 
good for you to liave been afflicted thus, and by the grace of 
(rod enabled to live the life of the righteous, may you die 
the death of the righteous, and have your last end like his. 
So shall you learn in your own blissful experience, reasons why 
the death of his saints is ** precious in the sight of the Lord," 
which He beyond the range of earthly conception, and earthly 
language. 
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This book should be returned to 
the Library on or befbre the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time. 

Please return promptly. 




